
 

THE ROYAL OAK, by K. M. KENDALL. 

The "Royal Oak" stood in Mill Street, being referred to in the 1839 

Rate Book, when the owner was Henry Hope and the occupier Thomas Glover; 

however, there is no indication that it was used as an Inn at that date 

Although listed in the 1856 Parochial Valuation, the building was 

unoccupied at the time 

In 1869, according to the Rate Book, Thomas Archer held the property 

as executor of the late Henry Hope, and he was also the first licensee, 

presumably having converted the building to a public house in that year. 

His wife succeeded him: - 

 Date Tenant                    Rateable value 

 1881 Elizabeth Archer          £14 – 10 - 0 

 1889 Elizabeth Archer          £42 – 10 - 0 

The increase in rateable value was due to improvements to the property, 

the Royal Oak having been demolished and rebuilt, according to an 

article in the Suton Coldfield News for Saturday 17th April 1937. 

 Date Tenant Rateable value 

 1890 John Deakin £42 – 10 - 0 

 1891 Emily Adams £42 - 10 - 0 

 1892 Robert Hill £42 – 10 - 0 

 1893 William Webster £42 - 10 - 0 

 1894 William Webster £46 – 15 - 0 

 1895 Thomas Robinson £55 - 15 - 0 

 1900 Thomas Robinson £85 -  0 - 0 

 1902 James Garland £85 -  0 - 0 

 1907 George Emmanuel Johnson £85 -  0 – 0 

 1908 Not recorded 

 1909 Frederick Pullen £72 - 15 - 0 

 1910 Not recorded 

 1911 Alfred Smith £58 – 15 – 0 (1915) 

 1916-8 Not recorded 

 1919–1937 James and Clara Stanier followed by their son 

George Edward. 



 

"Gossip of a Royal Town”, Sutton Coldfield News, 17th April 1937. 



 

The decrease in the value from 1909 indicates that the area was in decline.  

In 1987 the site was cleared - see the author's booklet “From Church Hill 

to Vesey Gardens", 1989. 

Records of the Royal Oak are scarce -  it is not listed in the census 

enumerators books, and the first reference to it by name in the rate books 

is not until 1897.  When it closed, it was owned by the Lichfield Brewery, 

but when they came into ownership has not been ascertained 

Coleshill Street and the Royal Oak, 

 1887 (Birmingham Library Services) 

Site of the Royal Oak 


